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PROSPECTUS. 

The Editors of the Universalist, to all believers of the Gospel, 
which God preached to Abraham; to all the lovers of pure and un- 
defiled religions to the friends of free inquiry and rational christian- 
ity; and to all that love the truth as it is in Jesus, wish grace, mer- 
cy, and peace from God, our common Father, through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. 

Breruren—The object of the present publication is not to sow 
the seeds of discord and strife among men; not to promote infidelity 
or sap the foundation of moral obligation, as some interested men 
would persuade you to believe; not to bring the sacred sanctions of 
the divine law, and the doctrines of the gospel into disrepute or -dis- 
credit in the world. Eternal Majesty of the Heavens forbid! But the 
great design of the work is, to diffuse truth, love, and charity among 
men, by persuading them cordially to receive the doctrine of impar- 
tial and divine benevolence taught by the great Master of Christians 
in his sermon on the mount, and by the great Apostie of the Gen- 
tiles before the Areopagus at Athens. **We are also his offspring.” 
**Be perfect as your Father in Heaven, who causes his sun to rise 
and his rain to fall on the righteous and the wicked.” This is our 
confidence before him, whom we are called to imitate. He is our 
Father, and we are his offspring—Therefore all brethren, who ought 
not to deal treacherously one with another. There is no partiahty 
in electing one and reprobating another; no special grace nor hard- 
ening of hearts; no inducement to contention or envy; but every ra- 
tional excitement to love without dissimulation and without hypoc- 
risy. 

Placed in a land, favored of heaven with a free, liberal, and im- 
partial constitution; in an enquiring and enlightened age, the Edit- 
ors avail themselves of these inestimable privileges to disabuse their 
fellow christians, by delivering them from the gloomy prison of su- 
perstition; by exposing the folly and absurdity of those unmeaning 
and unmerciful creeds, in which they have been indoctrinated; by 
calling their attention to the sacred scriptures themselves, as the on- 
ly rule of faith and practice; and by persuading them to the exercise 
of that reason by which God has distinguished man and made him 
wiser than the fowls of Heaven. They appeal to the understandings 
of intelligent beings without the least desire of assistance from the 
coercive power of the magistrate or the terrific representations of di- 
vine wrath, a burning hell, or a malignant devil. ‘They leave these 
frightful scenes and hideous imagery to the clerical furies of the 
park AGES. Like Christ and his apostles, they shall lay their views 
of divine truth before the public; the reasons by which they are sup- 
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ported and the arguments by which they are defended, only reques: 
ting the reader to try all things and hold fast that which is good. 
Earnestly desirous of serving the public, and hoping to avoid all 
unnecessary sacrifice of individual property, the proprietors of the 
Rocuestrer Macazixe, Gosret Inquirer, and Heratp or Satva- 
tion, have discontinued “their publications, and now offer to their 
brethren of like precious faith, **The Universalist,” as a substitute 
for the Tiree, firmly relying on their liberal patronage and friendly 
aid in the best of causes, the diffusion of the common salvation. 
**The Universalist,” containing sixteen pages octavo, and forming 
a volume of 400 pages annually, shall be published semi-monthly, at 
Utica, for Oxe Do.iar anv Firry Cents a year, paid in advance. 
As no person shall be considered a subscriber till payment is receiv- 
ed, let all who desire to support the work, either forward, by mail, 
their subscriptions, addressed to ‘“The Universalist,” at Utica, or 
make personal application to any of the Editors, who will receive 
their subscription and supply them with the numbers as soon as pub- 


lished. 
JOHN 8S. THOMPSON, 
STEPHEN R. SMITH, 
GEORGE B. LISHER. 


POR THE UNIVERSALIST. 
UNIVERSALISM. 


There are many, it is believed, who are totally ignorant of the 
doctrine of Universalism, and who, with all their ignorance, do not 
hesitate to pronounce it licentious and false, and consider its advo- 
cates undeserving the name of Christian and unentitled to the respect 
and encouragement of an enlightened community. The man who 
condemns without careful examination, and proscribes all that may 
differ with him in opinion, must be perversely wicked or shamefully ig- 
norant. No person that has ever abused universalism, or its advo- 
cates, can assign any reason that will extenuate or justify, unless he 
point out some fundamental error it contains. If he were able to do 
this, it would comport more with the character of the christian and 

ntleman, to speak of its falsity with moderation and charity. That 
there may remain no excuse for the use of intemperate and abusive 
language towards universalism or its friends, and no longer issue 
from the orthodox vatican, unmerciful fulminations, I propose to in- 
form the reader of the faith of Universalists. 

It is presumed the candid man will see much to admire in the 
statement I shall make, and be disposed to treat us differently, from 
what we have been treated by the self-styled orthodox. How any 
rational mind can resist the forcible evidences, of the truth of univer- 
salism, that are contained in a simple statement of its principles, I 
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eannot even conjecture. It is hoped that all, who may read the state- 
ment, will give it a careful, if not a critical examination. 

1. Universalism admits the existence of one Supreme God, of infi- 
nite love, wisdom, power, knowledge, justice, mercy, and truth, who 
is the sole governor of the universe. . 

2. The Universalist believes that this God is the creator of all 
things, and that it is in him we move, and live,and have our being; 
that he is the preserver and benefactor of man and the sole cause of 
the many blessings he enjoys. 

3. He believes the ord and New Testaments contain a revelation 
of the will and character of God, and the interest, duty, and final 
destination of all men. , 

4. He believes his duty consists in loving God, with all his heart, 
and his neighbor as himself; that these form the foundation of the 
Christian religion and that he, who loves God and his fellow man, 
will live a ame, sober, and righteous life, in the present world. 

5. He believes in rewards and punishments, and that every hu- 
man being will be fully rewarded for every virtuous or holy deed he 
may perform, and suitably chastised for all the crimes he may com- 
mit. 

6. He believes, that all intelligent beings, every individual of the 
human family, will finally be made happy; that immortal life and 
ceaseless, changeless joy, will be given to men, as an unmerited fa- 
vor, and that heaven will be the peaceful, happy, unending abode of 
the vast intellectual family of an intelligent Deity. 

7. He believes no coe thing can ever enter heaven, that no one 
can enjoy God in sin, and that all men must and will be made holy. 

8. He believes that it is indispensably necessary for every profes- 
sed disciple of the meek and lovely Jesus, to attend to those duties 
and ordinances, which he cbeervel and commanded, and by so doing 
he will have *‘joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 

The foregoing is a brief statement of the faith of a majority of the 
class of Christians, denominated Universalists, and comprises the 
essentials of that doctrine which has alarmed the Pharisee, enraged 
the bigot, shamed the hypocrite, and caused,the whole company of 
orthodox preachers to bawl aloud, heresy! heresy! 

I do not wish the reader to suppose, that all Universalists believe 
all I have noticed; but be assured a vast majority approve every fea- 
ture of doctrine contained in the statement. Among Universalists 
there exists a diversity of sentiment. ‘This diversity is the result of 
that freedom of thought and independence which is countenanced, if 
not created by the connexion. A belief in the existence, govern- 
ment, and providence, as well as the attributes of God, and his rev- 
elation to man, and a love and practice of piety, are necessary to en- 
title a person to the fellowship of the body. 

Universalists require of their members, indiscriminately, a willing 
and cheerful acquiescence to the doctrines taught and duties enjoin- 
ed in the Bible. No one is expelled for an honest difference of 
opinion, on minor doctrines, but admonished, exhorted, reproved, 
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and excluded from the privileges of the order, for immorality, and 
cannot receive fellowship again, until he give evidence of thorough 
and evangelical repentance and a firm resolution to live more confor- 
mably to the examples of Jesus and the injunctions of the gospel.— 
From this it will be perceived that the Universalists are not without 
order and discipline in their associated capacity. Some have 
supposed, they discovered laxity and tardiness, in the administration 
of the government and discipline of the order, because immediate ex- 
pulsion has not in all, or most instances accompanied neglect of 
duty and wilful transgression. Laxity and tardiness do not exist 
more among Universalists than any other denomination; and the 
want of an active discipline, which the opposed thinks he has discor 
vered, arises from no defect in the system or administration of our 
vernment, but from the peculiar mode in which it is administered. 
Jniversalists had rather reclaim one wandering brother, than to ex- 
clude a dozen; and consider it their duty to reclaim if they can. If 
they cannot reform the disobedient, they adopt those measures best 
calculated to preserve the order and harmony, and promote the inter- 
ests of the connexion. 

Universalism is p-e-eminently seers eer from an opposite sen- 
timent, in its affording more substantial blessings, than all others, in 
every circumstance of life and under every trial and scene of afllic- 
tion. The believer in. Universalism can derive comfort from the 
thought, whenever he is subjected to vat misfortune or calamity, that 
they will end and he be borne, on angels wings, to mansions of rest, 
and a world of unalloyed felicity. A belief in this doctrine, sweet- 
ens every adversity, alleviates every corrosion of care, softens afflic- 
tion, enables to meet disappointment and misfortune with a smile, 
dispels gloom, dissipates fear, and doubts, and darkness, produces 
resignation in sickness and adds to our enjoyments, gives a zest to 
our pleasure, converts sorrow into joy, incites to the practice of ev- 
ery virtue and secures the greatest fortitude in the hour of death.— 
No believer of the glorious doctrine can contemplate it without ad- 
miration, or view it in any other light, than as an exhibition of the 
expanding mercy, unerring wisdom, paternal affection, impartial fa- 
vor, exhaustless goodness, and unchanging and unalterable purpose 
of the Parent of Nature. There is nothing contained in this senti- 
ment but what is worthy of a God, and stuns honor upon his name. 
If any doctrine can produce obedience in man, and cause him to love 
and adore his Maker, it is this which represents him so kind, so just, 
so amiable, so solicitous for the ——— of his creatures, and, in a 
word, every thing that is good. ‘The goodness of this Being, and 
the wise and benevolent manner in which he has planned all things, 
are calculated to lead him, who fully comprehends them, to the per- 
formance of every holy and benevolent duty, and cause him to be 
active in improving every faculty which he possesses. 

All punishment inflicted, by God, for the disobedience of his chil- 
dren, according to Universalism, is designed for the good of the of- 
fender and is wisely calculated to effect his reformation and make 
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him a partaker of the holiness of his heavenly Father. Deity, Uni- 
versalists as#ert, does not punish his creatures upon any principle of 
retaliation or malignity, or for any purpose but good. He has not 
the mortification of seeing his chastisements answer no other end than 
to perpetuate and increase disobedience, but the pleasure of know- 
ing they will result in willing subjugation and happy reconciliation 
of his creatures. He will not, like an imperfect mortal, chastise in 
vain, but will effectually subdue the hearts and affections of man. 

The evidences which Universalists adduce in favor of their doc- 
trine, are drawn from the works, providence and revelation of God. 
To these fountains of pure, irresistible, and potent truth,-they go 
and bring testimonies, that cause the fabrics of error, and the tem- 
ples of superstition to crumble at their touch. With the Scriptures 
the Universalist is well acquainted. He relies upon them for posi- 
tive and clear evidence of the truth of his doctrine. When he has 
become acquainted with the foundation and parts of his system, no 
earthly power can drive him from his strong hold, and make him 
give up that hope of enjoying immortal glory, which is to him, ‘‘like 
an anchor to the soul, sure and steadfast.” 

The reader is now presented with some account of the doctrine of 
Universalism; which, it must be confessed, forms an exhautless sub- 
ject. He is desired to give, what is here presented, candid and 
christian examination, and if he approve it, he is advised to aid in 
the dissemination of a doctrine, that has been *‘preached, by all God’s 
holy prophets, ever since the world began.” G. B. L. 


FREE INQUIRY. 


Free inquiry in religion, is essential to the virtue of a character.— 
The virtue of man consists in his making use of all his own faculties, 
not in believing that other men have made a virtuous use of theirs. 
Now, it is possible, a man may make use of all his faculties,and yet not 
be able to perceive the evidence of some opinions, which are called ar- 
ticles of faith, and consequently he may doubt the truth of those arti- 
cles, yea, it is necessary to the virtue of his character, that he should 
doubt them ; for it is not in his power to believe without proof, and it 
would be unjust to profess to believe what he does not believe. Let 
us not be so weak as to imagine, that aman cannot think justly unless 
he thinks as we do. Let usallow that his justice consists in thinking, 
and reasoning and acting, as well as he can, and that he is accountable 
for all this only to one master, even Christ. As freedom of thought 
is the parent and guardian of all virtue, so the want of it is the nurse of 
all vice, and particularly to that general disposition to all sin, L mean 
servility. A low servile soul, habituated not to think for itself, but to 
be led by a guide, is prepared for the commission of any crime, or the 
belief of any absurdity, that a mercenary guide may find convenient to 
enjoin. Were I disposed to sink a soul inte the lowest degree of 
wretchedness, either as a citizen of the world or as a member of a 
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chureh. I would inculcate with all my might a spirit of servility, and 
that would answer my end better than any other method in the world. 
I would not shock a man with the sounds of perjury and blasphemy, 
impiety te Ged and injustice to man : but I would gently inform him 
that he was a poor depraved foolish creature,not able to judge between 
good and evil, trath and error, and that he would discover great arro- 

nce if he thought otherwise : but that I was a wise and a sacred man 
wishing well to his soul, and that by believing what I said to. be true, 
and by doing what I directed to be done, he would be pious, and safe, 
and happy. There is, therefore, no virtue, but a great fund of iniqui- 
ty in implicit faith—Lond. Universalist Mag. 


SPIRIT OF ORTHODOXY. 


FROM THE WESTERN RECORDER. 

Vermont Legislature.—The Legilature of Vermont, to their ever- 
lasting disgrace, have appointed a Universalist for their chaplain.— 
That the illiterate and light minded should be so far led away by ‘sedu- 
cers, as to disbelieve the solemn sanctions of the Great Jehovah, even 
with the book of God in their hands, is a circumstance net to be wen- 
dered at when we consider the power which the prince of darkness 
exerts over the inhabitants of this ruined world ; but, that a grave Le- 
gislative body, the Representatives of an enlightened and free people, 
should set their seal to such aheresy—a heresy which, if widely ex- 
tended, would infallibly subvert the foundations of government, and 
introduce the reign of anarchy—is more, much more, than we ever 
expected to see in this enlightened age. We care not to inquire what 
motive led to such a step; there isno apology for it; there is not a 
single circumstance which can have the least tendency to wipe off the 
disgrace, _ 

Remarks from the Religious Inquirer. 

The above piece breathes the spirit and speaks the language of the 
popish denounciations against the reformers, and imputes to Universal- 
ism the character which the Catholics give to the doctrines of Luther, 
Zuingle and Melancthon. It bas been so customary in all ages for the 
dominant sect to brand all seceders with the name of heretics, and to 
consider their religion the doctrine of devils, that we feel very little as- 
tonished at the railing of Calvinists, and only wonder that the history 
of our race has not taught them more wisdom. The same reproaches 
have been cast on them which they are now heaping on us, but their 
conduct proves they have neither learned to pity, nor to speak the truth. 
It would be pleasant to make different remarks, but principle should 
never be compromised to save genuine to perverted feeling ; nor should 
the peace of conscience be sacrificed to gain an orthodox smile, or a 
newspaper compliment. Universalists must be actuated by a spirit 
bold and untiring as that of the sixteenth century, or the pure doctrine 
cannot prevail in opposition to the sneers and violence of those, who. 
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fvant nothing but power to tender them the legitimate descendants of 
apostate Rome. If our sentiments oppose the scriptares, destroy 
morality and subvert government, let those who can sce these conce- 

uences present their proof, and we shall be truly grateful to be un- 
Secnived ; but they need not imagine we shalt be driven from our beliet 
or deterred from its full and frank expression by scoffs and sneers, which 
indicate no goodness of heart, if they prove clearness of head. Our 
opposers may call us seducers, infidels and heretics, and we can retort 
the charge ; but they have yet to learn that slander is not evidence, and 
that, though they term themselves orthodox, they have no prescriptive 
right to the truth. The Vermont Legislature is as fully authorized to 
appoint Mr. Bartlettto preach the election sermon, as the inhabitants 
of Geneva were to choose Calvin or Beza for their minister; and we 
might call the latter * lightminded and illiterate,” with as much justice 
as the former. When people considerthemselves the favorites of God, 
and claim all the piety on earth, they seem anxious to wear the char- 
acter of those, who trusted in themselves that they were righteous: 
and despised others. Quos vult perdere Deus, prius dementat. 


MITRED LIBERALITY. 


To the Editor of the Western Recorder, and to divers others of 
their meek and liberal brethren—we inscribe the following article. 


On the Sd Oct. 1822, the Eastern Unitarian Society presented an 
address to the venerable Bishop of Norwich, thanking him for ‘his 
uniform attachment and marked devotion to the cause of religious 
liberty.”” After the address had been read by the Rev. Mr. Madge 
mark ea to the Bishop, his Lordship replied in the following 
words :-— 


‘**Having always considered the favorable opinion of wise and good 
men as the best reward which, on this side of the grave, an honest 
individual can receive, for doing what he deems to be his duty on all 
occasions, I cannot but be highh gratified by the approbation of so 
respectable a body of my fellow Christians as these are, an address 
from whom has been this moment read to me. Iam most certainly 
a very sincere, though a very humble friend to the cause of religious 
liberty, and have uniformly on so from the first moment I was ca- 
pable of distinguishing, ‘*Quid sit pulchrum, quid turpe quid utile, 
quid non.”? In early life, an attentive perusal of the immortal works 
of Locke and Hoadly, and particularly the arguments of the former, 
in behalf of toleration, and of the latter on the expediency of repeal- 
ing the Test and Corporation Acts, deeply impressed upon my mind 
this important truth, that every penalty, every disability, every re- 
striction, exery inconvenience even, to which any good civil subject 
is exposed, merely on the score of religion, is in its degree persecu- 
tion; because, as the great Lord Mansfield justly observed, ‘*con- 
scieuce is not cgntrollable by human laws, nor amenable to human 
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tribunals,”’ actions, not opinions, being the province of the Magis- 
trate. Such is, as it seems to me, the clear voice of reason: and re- 
velation, I am sure, confirms this voite, when it enjoins persons in 
authority to ‘trestrain” with the civil sword ‘‘evil doers,”’ and still 
more decidedly, when it warmly expostulates with those who are fond 
of my interfering in matters of conscience:>—‘*Who art thou that 
judges another man’s servant? To his own master he standeth or fal- 
leth.”” Let us, then, be content to leave our fellow Christians to 
stand or fall by the judgment of our common Lord and Master, to 
whom both we and they must hereafter give an account; and in the 
mean time, should we, upon reflection, regard it as a duty to convert 
others to our own peculiar opinions, let us never cease to remember 
that reason and argument are the only weapons of spiritual warfare. 
And even in the use of these, we shall do well constantly to bear in 
mind, that revealed religion was graciously vouchsafed to man, *‘non 
disputandi causa, sed ita vivendi.” 


—— 


WHAT IS UNIVERSALISM? 


it is love without dissimulation and without partiality. Universal 
benevolence exercised, indiscriminately, towards the whole human 
family, in doing good to all memas far as we are able, by relieving 
the poor, pitying the unfortunate, forgiving our enemies, loving them 


that hate and a us; and not returning evil for evil, but contra- 


rvwise blessings for curses. It is the golden rule of Christian mor- 
ality, taught by our great Master and Saviour, **Whatever ye would 
that men do unto you, do ye even so unto them, for this is the law 
and the prophets.”? It represents men as composing one great fam- 
ily, the offspring of one undivided, incorruptible Lord God. It alike 
disavows a plurality of deities, and all that idolatrous and impure wor- 
ship, offered to an imaginary and deformed idol, called Tri-personal 
or God-man. It reprobates the Manachean heresy of a good and 
evil spirit ruling the werld alternately, or that God and Satan reign 
in compact. It thus dispels the clouds of superstition, by chasing, 
from our world, the evil spectres of a depraved imagination, which 
torment the minds of the weak and destroy their hope and confidence 
in God. It disburdens the Christian from that load of heathen tra- 
ditions, which were introduced into the religion of Jesus, during the 
reign of Antichrist; breathes a mild air and exhibits a benign sky.— 
It displays a world as the property of one infinitely good Parent, 
who has, in love and favor to mankind, selected one of the human 
family, whom he has constituted heir of all things, and anointed to 
be both Lord and Christ; the mediator between God and man, by 
whom, as the captain of their salvation, Jehovah will restore all men 
to eternal purity and happiness, through sanctification of the spirit 
and belief of the truth. It reprobates that unhallowed doctrine. 
which, like the ancient heathen Rnbteai sets up the most holy Lord 
(sod, as the patron of impurity, vice, cruelty, and unmercifulness: 
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fequiring more mercy, love, and benevolence from his creatures than 
he either can or will exercise himself; by commanding them to for- 
give unconditionally, and do good impartially, to all men, whether 
friends or enemies. In a word, it is the sum of Christian perfection; 
the feeling and enjoyment of beatified spirits; the doctrine of Ged, 
and the religion of Jesus. Far from encouraging licentiousness, it 
lays the most powerful restraint on immorality by teaching that eve- 
ry offence shall receive a just recompense of reward; and offers the 
greatest encouragement to virtue, by declaring that the righteous 
shall be recompensed in the earth. It leads men to confidence in 
God, and acquiescence in his providence, by teaching them that he 
works all things together for good to the whole human family. It 
sows the seeds of gratitude, good-will, devotion, and peace. It makes 
the rough paths of life even, removes terror from death and the grave, 
and causes the dying man to exclaim with emotions of gratitude for 
the glory, honor, and immortality that awaites him: Odeath, where 
is thy sting! O grave, where is thy victory! Thanks be to God, who 
iveth us the victory through Jesus Christ our Lord. Reader, such 
ts Universalism. The Lord prepare thy heart, sow the good seed, 
and grant thee a blessed harvest of joy, love, and gratitude to the 
praise of his glory. Amen. J. S. T. 


—_ 


’ RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. 

“ This hostility of her sects has been the disgrace, the peculiar dis- 
grace of Christianity. ‘The Gentoo loves his cast,so does the Mahom- 
etan,so does the Hindoo, whom England, out of the abundance of her 
charity is about to teach her creed ;—I hope she may not teach her 
practice. _ But Christianity, Christianity alene exhibits her thousand 
sects, each denouncing his neighbor here, in the name of God, and 
damning hereafter out of pure devotion !—*‘You're a heretic,” says 
the Catholic ; “ You're a Papist,” says the Protestant ; “I apeal to 
Saint Peter,” exclaims the Catholic, “1 appeal to Saint Athanasius,” 
cries the Protestant ; ‘* and if it goes to damning, he’s as good as any 
saint in the calendar.” You'll be damned eternally,”’ moins out the 
Methodist ; “I'm the elect!’ Thusitis, you see, each has his anathema, 
his accusation and his retort, and in the end Religicn is the victim! The 
victory of each is the overthrow of all; and Ir fidelity, laughing at the 
contest, writes the refutation of their creed in the blood of their com- 
batants! I wonder if this reflection has ever struck any of those re- 
verend dignitaries who rear their mitres against Catholic emancipa- 
tion. Has it ever glanced across their Christian zeal. If the story of 
our country should have casually reached the valleys of Hindostan 
with what an argument they are furnishing the heathen world against 
their sacred missionary? In what terms could the Christian eccle- 
siastic answer the Eastern Bremin, when he replied to his exhortation 
in language such as this? “Father, we have heard your doctrine : it 
“Ws splendid in theory, specious in promise, sublime in prospect ; like 
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the world to which it leads, it isrich in the miracles of light. But 
Father, we have heard that there are times when its rays vanish and 
leave our sphere in darkness or when your only lustre arises from 
meteors of fire, and moons of blood: we have heard of the verdant 
island which the Great Spirit has raised in the bosom of the waters 
with sucha bloom of beauty, that the very waves she has usurped 
worship the loveliness of her intrusion. The sovereign of our forests 
is not more generous in his anger than her sons; the snow-flake, ere 
it falls on the mountain, is not purer than her daughters ; little island 
seas reflect the splendors of her landscape, and her valleys smile at 
the story of the serpent! Father, it is true that this isle of the 
sun, this people of the morning, find the fury of the ocean in your 
creed, and more than the venom of the viper in your policy? It is 
true that for six hundred years, her peasant has not tasted peace, nor 
her piety rested from persecution ? Oh! Brama, defend us from the 
God of the Christian! Father, father, return to your brethren, re- * 
trace the waters ; we may live in ignorance, but we live in love, and 
we will not taste the tree that gives us evil when it gives us wisdom 

The heart is our guide, nature is our gospel ; in the imitation of our 
fathers we found our hope, and, if we err, on the virtue of our motives 
we rely for our redemption.””’ How would the missionaries of the mitre 
answer him? How will they answer that insulted Being of whose 
creed their conduct carries the refutation ? But to what end do | 
argue with the Bicor ?—a wretch, whom no philosophy can humanize, 
no charity soften, no religion reclaim ; no miracle convert; monster, 
who, red with the fires of hell and bending under the crimes of earth, 
erects his murderous divinity upon a throne of sculls, and, would glad- 
ly feed even with a brother's blood the cannibal appetite of his reyeet- 
ed altar! His very interests cannot soften him into humanity. Sure- 
ly, if it could, no man would be found mad eaough to advocate a sys- 
tem which cankers the very heart of society, and undermines the na - 
tural resources of government ; which takes away the strongest excite- 
ment to industry, by closing up every evenue to laudable ambition ; 
which administers to the vanity or the vice of a party ; when it should 
only study the advantage of a people ; and holds out the perquisites ot 
state as an impious bouaty on the persecution of religioa.”’---Philips. 


FROM BOLINGBROKE’S REFLECTIONS UPON EXILE. 
RESIGNATION, 

The darts of adverse fortune are always levelled at our head. Some 
reach us, some graze against us, and fly to wound our neighbors. Let 
us therefore impose an equal temper on our minds, and pay without 
murmuring the tribute we owe to humanity, The winter brings cold, 
and we must freeze. ‘The summer retarns with heat, and we must 
melt. ‘ibe inclemency of the air disorders our health, and we must 
be sick. Here we are exposed to wild beasts, and there to men more 
savage than the beasts : and if we escape the inconveniences and dan- 
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geys of the air and the earth, there are perils by water and perils by 
fire. ‘This established course of things it is not in our power to 
change ; but it is in our power to assume such a greatness of mind 
as becomes wise and virtuous men; as may enable us to encounter 
the accidents of life with fortitude, and to conform ourselves to the or- 
der of nature, who governs her great kingdom, the world, by continual 
mutations. Let us submit to this order; let us be persuaded that 
whatever does happen, ought to happen, and never be so foolish as 
to expostulate with nature. The best resolution we can take is to 
suffer what we cannot alter. and to pursue without repining, the road 
which Providence, who directs every thing, has marked out to us : 
For it is not enough to follow ; and he is but a bad soldier who sighs 
and marches on with relactancy. We must receive the orders with 
spirit and cheerfulness, and not endeavor to shulk out of the post which 
is assigned us in this beautiful disposition ef things, whereof even our 
sufferings make a necessary part. Let us address ourselves to Gop, 
who governs all, as Cleanthes did in those admirable verses which are 
going to lose part of their grace and energy in my translation of them = 

Parentof nature! Master of the world! 

Where’er Providence directs, behold 

My steps with cheerful resignation turn. 

Fate leads the willing, drags the backwarf on. 

Why would I grieve, whea grieving | must bear ? 

Or take with guilt, what guiltless | might share ? 

Thus let us speak, and thus let us act. Resignation to the will of 


God is true magnanimity. But the sure mark ofa pusillanimous and 
base spirit, is to struggle against, to censure the order of Providence, 
and, instead of mending our own cenduct, to set up for correcting that 
of our Maker. 


CHRISTIAN PREJUDICE. 
For the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.—Joun iv. 9. 


How is it with the Orthodox? They consider their views not only 
correct ; not only more conducive than the opposite ones to virtue, 
peace and holiness ; but essential to the gospel and necessary to sal- 
vation, They therefore feel justified in denying the christian name, 
and character, and privileges, of those who do not receive the same 
doctrines. To some of the doctrines of their system, they attach, as 
we should expect, greater importance than to others. ‘They also pro- 
fess to be friends to free inquiry ; but alas! for the man whose inquiries 
shall lead himto results different from their’s. They seem to take 
it for granted, that every one, who examines with a right disposition, 
will embrace their doctrines. By necessary consequence therefore 
they consider all who adhere te the opposite system, as enemies to 
the truth, aa subverters of the gospel, as. unworthy to be treated as 
christians, and as liable to the doom of unbelievers. They believe the 
nature of man to be socorrupt, that he is hostile to the truth, and 
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strongly inclined to reject it, till he is changed by Almighty power, 
and s netified by a special operation of the spirit. Consequently, every 
kind and degree of opposition to their system, they regard as an ex- 
pression, and a proof ofdepravity. We see the reason then, why they 
awe unwilling to have christian intercourse with others. 


But may we not inquire for the authority on which they presume to 
consider their peculiarities essential to the gospel? Is it because they 
find them frequently and explicitly mentioned in the word of God? 
But it so happens that none of the words and pharases by which they 
choose to express the leading articles of their belief, are contained in 
the scriptures.—In vain shall we look for trinity, three persons in one 
God, the supreme divinity of Jesus Christ, the deity and personality of 
the Holy Spirit, total depravity, special grace, instantaneous regenera- 
tion, justification by faith thro’ the vicarious sufferings and imputed right- 
eousness of Christ, tinal perseverance of all saints. ‘he Bible, 1 re- 
peat it, does not contain these expressions. Why then do our Orthodox 
brethren make belief of them or any of them essential to christian com- 
munion? They will probably say, that the scriptures contain expres- 
sions equivalent to the foregoing ; or that they clearly teach the doc- 
trines which are denoted by these phrases. But this is the very point 
in debate. We deny that the Bible, when fairly interpreted, inculcates 
the foregoing doctrines. But admitting that their interpretation of the 
Scriptures is correct, does it follow that they are authorized in treating 
their opponents as enemies to the truth and subverters to the gospel ? 
Admitting their doctrines to be true, is it necessary, or right, to con- 
sider them essential >? By what process dothey learn, that to reject 
these doctrines is to reject the gospel, or that the belief of them is 
necessary to the christian character, and to salvation? Has the Bible 
sy any intimation of the kind? Are we any where told, that un- 

ess we believe the doctrine of the trinity, of total depravity, and of 
personal election, we shalldie in our sins? Or do the Orthodox fol- 
low the dictates of their own reason, or the suggestions of their ow n feel - 
ings, in Ceciding that certain of their doctrines are assential ? To me 
it appears that they cannot consistently do this, for they often accuse 
ethers of setting up reason above revelation. Why shall any class of 
men, who profess to follow the Bible for their guide, choose, in the 
first place, to express their sentiments in langurge which the scriptures 
have not employed, and then determine without the sanction of the 
scriptures, that these sentiments are essential? Why should they at- 
tempt to form creeds and confessions of faith, in words which man’s 
wisdom teacheth, and then practically say to the world, we shall not 
receive you aschristians, unless you admit the truth of those creeds ? 
fs there nothing of arrog ince in this procedure ? Is there nothing like 
an attempt to fetter the mind, tobind the consctence, and to restrain 
free inquiry? Is there nothing which resembles a wish to dictate to 
others what they shall believe, in order to enjoy the privileges of chris- 
tians ? And of course,is there not something which will perpetuate 
contentions in the christian community, so long as any shall be fuund 
who dare to think for themselves, and to speak what they think ; 4 
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blame no man for embracing doctrines different from my own. Itis 
the privilege and the duty of every man to examine and decide fer 
himself, not for others, whatis the truth. This is one ofthe dearest 
priviledges : a privilege without which life is not worth possessing; a 
privilege for which many martyrs have cheerfully suffered death. This 
privilege, [ trast, you will nevet relinquish ; and I hope you will be 
equally distant from any attempts to wrest it from others. Let truth 
stand on its own basis ; and let every creed and every opinion, however 
important and however sacred, in the view of their adherents, be sub- 
jected to independent and candid inquiry.—Lib, Rec. 


A RIGHTEOUS MAN. 


Plato, in the second book of his Commonwealth, when he would 
represept a righteous man, giving to the world the most unquestion- 
able testimony of his virtue, says—**Let him be stripped of all things 
in this world except his righteousness; let him be poor and afflicted, 
and accounted a wicked and unjust man; let him be whipped and 
tormented, and crucified as a malefactor, and yet all this while re- 
tain his integrity.”” This so exactly agrees with oar Saviour’s con- 
dition, that had not Plato written before his time, one would have 
thought he had alluded to it.—Tillotson. 


== 


SUPERSTITION DEFINED—By Davin Hoeme. 


The mind of man is subject to certain unaccountable terrors and 
apprehensions, proceeding either from the unhappy situation of pub- 
lic or private affairs—from ill health—from a gloomy and melancho- 
ly disposition—or from the concurrence of all these circumstances, 
In call a state of mind, infinite unknown evils are dreaded from un- 
known agents: and, where real objects of terror are wanting to the 
soul, active to its own prejudice, and fostering its predominant incli- 
nation, finds imaginary ones; to whose power and malevolence it sets 
no limits. 

As these enemies are entirely invisible and unknown, the methods 
to appease them are equally unaccountable, and consist in ceremo- 
nies, observances, mortifications, sacrifices, presents, or in any prac- 
tice, however absurd and frivolous, which either folly or knavery re- 
commends to a blind and terrified credulity. Weakness, fear, mel- 
ancholy, together with ignorance, are therefore the true sources of 
superstition, 

= 


UNIVERSAL SALVATION. 
It is the will of God, who will have all men to be saved, and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth. It is the object of Christ’s 


Taission, and, we have seen and do testify that the Father gent the 
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Son to be the Saviour of the world. Itis the joy of angels, suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men. It is the prayer of saints, I exhort therefore, 
that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions and giving of 
thanks, be mace for all men. if is the voice of creation, for he (God) 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just and the unjust. When God, Christ, angels and saints, ar- 
dently desire the salvation of all men, and when all material creation 
testifies in its faver, what can oppose it, but ignorance and evil?— 
Shall creation bear false witness? For as the rain cometh down, and 
the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the 
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to 
the sower, and bread to the eater; so shall my word ‘be, that goeth 
forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing, 
whereto [ send it, Shall saints pray in vain when they offer peti- 
tions in accordance with God’s wil! ? The effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much. Shall not the joy of coeale attain 


the highest elevation? There is soy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth, Shall the object ef Christ’s 
mission fail? Ife shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be sat- 
isfied. Shall the will of God be frustrated? Who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will, and who says, My counsel shall 
stand, and 1 will do all my pleasure.——-fel, Ing. : 


pa -_——] 
DISASTROUS TIMES!!! 

At no remote period, lamentations, mourning, and wo, distinguish- 
ed the followers of poor Orthodoxy, because a heritical congress elec- 
ted a Unitarian chaplain; and lately dreadful growlings, indicative 
of some great internal commotion, proceeded from a certain office in 
this village, occasioned by the equally heretical legislative body of 
Vermont; who, ‘to their everlasting disgrace, have appointed a Uni- 
versalist for their chaplain.”” © Washington, what hast thou done! 
Thy memory perish; for thou first set the horrid example, by appoint- 
ing Murray, the first Universalist preacher in this country, chaplain 
to thine army! 

We have waited impatiently, expecting to see these hallowed —_ 
appear, clothed in sackcloth and ashes, manifesting the mournful in- 
signia of disappointment and despair, on account of the great nation- 
al insult, offered to poor Orthodoxy, by the election of John Quincy 
Adams, an avowed Unitarian, to the Presidency. Tell it not in 
Gath; publish it not in Askelon; lest the daughters of the uncireum- 
cised triumph! Alas! and is it come to this: that a country so full of 
revivals, whose sons and daughters are all the hopeful converts of 
Orthodoxy, should notwithstanding *‘to their everlasting disgrace,” 
choose for President and chaplains, heretical men, who neither fear 
the devil, nor believe in a family of wrathful gods and an endless 
hell! Alas, peor Orthodoxy, felo de se!! J. 8..T. 
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ROCHESTER MAGAZINE, 


The Editor of this work having labored strenuously during the last 
year, in the cause of religion and liberty, to the great annoyance of 
bigotry and superstition, and to the furtherance of biblical investiga- 
tion and enlightenéd theology, announces to the public the discon- 
tinuance of the Macazinr, or rather its union with the Heratp or 
Satvarion, and Gosprt Inquirer. He would notwithstanding, in- 
form his friends and the public, that about sity volumes of the Rocu- 
eSTER MaGazixe remain on hand, and may be had, by application 
to the editor at Utica, for one dollar a voluine. 

To this new work, entitled ‘Tue Universatist,” he requests the 
attention of his friends and religious inquirers in general, hoping 
that it shall be found worthy of their patronage, and instrumental in 
the hand of God, for opening the eyes of the blind and the prison 
doors to them that are bound, as well as for the strengthening of 
them that believe; that the blind may be led by a way they knew not, 
the lame walk, and the tongue of the dumb sing to the honor of God 
sur common Saviour. J. 8. T. 


== 


Editors, who give the following two or three insertions, and for 
ward their papers, containing this prospectus, shall have the Univer- 


salist sent to them for one year. 
THE UNIVERSALIST. 

The religious public are respectfully informed that a periodical pa- 
per under the above title, being a substitute for the Rochester Mag- 
azine, Gospel Inquirer, and Herald of Salvation, has commenced at 
Utica, N. Y. The work is edited by John 8, Thompson,- Stephen 
R. Smith, and George B. Lisher, contains sixteen pages octavo, for- 
ming a volume of about 400 pages annually, is neatly executed, on 
new long primer type, and on good paper, and published semi-month- 
ly, at Utica, for one dollar and fifty cents, paid in advance. 

The Universalist, besides noticing the various occurrences of the 
day, shall contain a concise history of the rise, progress, doctrines, 
and discipline of Universalism, and numerous illustrations of the sa- 
cred scriptures; and though it may not approbate the conduct or sen- 
timents of the illiberal and partialists, yet it shall not assume the ti- 
tle of an anti-missionary paper, but treat with respect, the ministeri- 
al character, and the religious opinions of all professed Christians. 

As the editors have resolved, that no person shall be considered a 
subscriber; till payment is received, all applications must be accom- 
me with $1,50; or if any find it more convenient to forward $2 

y mail, we shall send them the Universalist free of postage. Those 
who intend to support the work, will please apply to either of the 
editors, or to any of the following gentlemen:—Rev. Pitt Morse, 
Watertown; George Standart, Auburn: Dr. Hitchcock,¥ Rochester; 
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Rev. W. I. Reese, Junius: Rev. J. S. Flagler, Scipio; Elias Ds 
Wight, West Bloomfield; James Hail, or Heary Fitz, New York; 
& 'T. Beebe, Hartford, Conn.; Rev. Abner Kneeland, Philadelphia. 


SEASONS—seLectep: 


When winter mounts his gusty car aad hies, 
turling deep snows through the cloud-thicken’d skies, 

Or stooping, locks in icy chains the floods, 

And clothes in glitt’ring robes the naked woods, 

When all the storms that crown his yearly birth 

Conspire to terrify the sons of earth, 

The Christian sees his God in ev’ry storm, 

lo wind, or hail, in one and ev’ry form. 


When Spring unveils the streamlets to your view, 

And bids the sombre forests bloom anew, 

When with rich green she velvets o’er the plain, 

And budding flow’rets deck her various train ; 

When the glad groves with vocal praise resound ; 

When all tne charms that mark ber anoual round, 
nite to please the mere beholder’s sense, 

The Christian sees in each, Omnipotence. 


When Summer o’er the fields advancing gay, 
Rrer's in the golden grain and new-mown hay ; 
‘hen the green foliage of th’ inviting bowers 

Affords a cool retreat mid beauteous Sowers; 
When ripen’d fruits adorn her prosperous way, 
When all her stores are open’ to the day, 
The humble Christian casts his eve abroad, 
And every blessing points him to his God. 


When Autumn's riches in profusion lie 

O’er the wide sweep encircled by the sky; 

When every orchard rich abundance \ ields, 

And clustering grapes hang pendent o'er the fields 
When all the blessings that the eye can sean, 

Grow in their seasons for the good of man, 

The Christian’s songs to Heaven’s high portals raise, 
And ev’ry grateful heart o’erflows with praise. 


REMOVAL. 
The Rev. John S. Thompson has removed from Rochester to Uti- 
ea, for the purpose of superintending the publication of **Tue Usiq 
versaList.” It is therefore requested, that all letters for him, and 


the communications for ‘“f'ue Unxiversatist,” be directed to Utica, 
N, Yy. 
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